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commander, although I had expected all along that my
proposals would not be accepted. A definite object,
which we could not see through clearly, was apparently
kept in mind by Admiral Beatty, which seemed so impor-
tant to the Admiral on the spot that he thought himself
constrained to refuse our proposals for the very slightest
increase in numbers.

The care and maintenance parties were not established
on board the ships and torpedo boats without friction,
The surplus personnel, several thousands in number, were
preparing for their journey home ; everywhere on board
busy activity ruled, clear of politics. The home-going
transports which had been detailed kept us waiting.

Although only a few weeks had gone by since I took
over the leadership of the Squadron, the period had
already been full of achievements and impressions. I had
gained a correct perspective, and relying on this, could be
clear on the points of view and the lines on which the
Interned Squadron should be led. My object was, hence-
forward, to preserve this assembled portion of the High
Seas Fleet for the German State, whose property it was.
It was unbelievable to me that the Entente would
appropriate our ships, even formally (after they had made
quite certain of theirs in the fastness of Scapa Flow during
the War!), without producing very valid reasons for the
step. These reasons might arise externally, for instance,
if the War were to break out again, or internally, if the
orders given by the English to the Interned Squadron
were not complied with. Again, they might arise if grave
disorders or excesses on board by the revolutionary crews
led to the disregard of their officers, whom the English
regarded as the supporters of discipline and order, and